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In J&ATE The Flower That Can Drive You Cragy, Brian Molanphy takes the title of the exhibition from a 1990
painting by #F M 1= Hsu Yu-Jen. This Taiwanese painter’s artwork is important for Molanphy's exhibition in

at least two ways: first, 7T NY1_ seamlessly combines the figure and ground in his pictures; and second, the
fluid theme of flowers flows across many decades of his pictures.

On the large scale of Taiwan’s wet mountainous landscape, flows merge from tropical forest springs to
mountain orchards to urban canals to delta farming to the Taiwan Strait. Architectural ceramics, mostly local
red brick, direct the flow, submit to it, then like stubborn refractory re-emerge to maintain that flow. Rem
Koolhaas says that what matter in architecture are the exits and entrances. This ranges from the grand scale
of a harbor to the small scale of a tea service. Arguably the world’s most common product that shows the
commonality of nature and culture, tea provides us a place to make everyday life extraordinary, to live up
close in the charm of ceramics.

The tiles began as circles & squares but, like Marcel Duchamp’s & Tony Cragg’s lines, their pliable forms—
clay sheets instead of string—were tossed in the air, resulting in their indeterminate shapes when they hit the
ground. From here the process of preserving the gesture is long, like that of Garth Evan’s Frames. Internally,
the fluidity persists in the marbled blue & white motif, but the form has since been fixed in the fire. Richard
Serra & Anish Kapoor often finish the surfaces of their artworks either with matte depth or reflective gloss,
making the artworks impossible to photograph well (like Ad Reinhardt’s & Francis Bacon’s paintings before
them). The tiles are also too reflective to photograph well, but minutely detailed blue & white marbling sets
them in opposition to Serra’s & Kapoor’s blunt black or red gestalt. The drawings reiterate the tile shapes
with images of pots & flowers, images which are likewise reiterations of those in Transition Modality 13 E |5
RE & Coven-21 ANHBTA 2021. Pictures of containers, or paintings of pots, are widespread, from {5

HH Wén zhi ming to Jean Siméon Chardin & beyond.

Artist residency at NTUE (National Taipei University of Education), Department of Art and Design during
2025 and 2026 made possible this exhibition. The residency was an opportunity to combine French
(Provengcal) marbled ceramics with Taiwan tea ware. Artworks produced at residencies at Qing Yao, Miaoli
with wood firing & Cloud Forest Ceramics, Yangmingshan with soda firing are also included in this
exhibition.
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%3 Marbled Teapot NTD 10000 %3 Marbled Teapot NTD 10000

ANEM Marbled Pitcher NTD 4000 Z# Marbled cup NTD 3000




B@mE#E Soda Teapot NTD 10000 BB SR Soda cup NTD 2000

B2 Soda Teapot NTD 9000 L2tz Woodingfiring Teapot NTD 2000
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